Genetic heterogeneity among Lactobacillus acidophilus strains.
Physiological characteristics, DNA base composition (% GC) and DNA-DNA reassociation values were determined for 138 Lactobacillus acidophilus strains. Twenty seven strains were received from various culture collections and 111 strains were freshly isolated during a study on the composition of the intestinal lactic microflora of piglets and suckling calves. All strains had physiological characteristics which were substantially similar. The strains isolated from pigs were unable to ferment trehalose. The % GC ranged from 35.8 to 43.4. On the basis of the results of DNA-DNA hybridization the strains were divided into four genetic groups.